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Course Description: This course introduces students to the issues, solutions, approaches, 

and responses that affect the regulated environmental and energy community in the U.S. 

The course approaches the relevant factors from the users’ perspective rather than from 

the policy maker or enforcer’s side. Topics of interest to users include how environmental 

and energy laws are made, EPA’s compliance enforcement role, the goals of applicable 

laws and regulations, how the policy system works and how it might be improved, private 

governance and private-sector consensus management standards, and trends on the 

horizon for next generation environmental self-governance.    

INSTRUCTORS 
 

Joe Cascio is co-Director of the Environmental and Energy Management Institute at The 
George Washington University. Prof. Cascio previously served as the White House Federal 
Environmental Executive. In that position, he worked with all other Federal agencies through 
the Council on Environmental Quality to improve their environmental performance. He has 
over 30 years of experience in environmental management and public policy development, and 
was Chairman of the U.S. Technical Advisory Group on the ISO-14000 series of environmental 
management standards from 1991 to 2003.  

As Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Installations and Environment, Professor Alex 
Beehler served as the highest-level environmental official in the U.S. Department of Defense, 
which is the nation's largest organization. He also served in two other key environmental 
positions in the Department of Defense during the period 2004-2009. Professor Beehler also 
has an additional 25 years of experience in private practice as a corporate regulatory director 
and in several Federal agencies, including 10 years in the U.S. Department of Justice as a senior 
trial attorney in the Environmental Enforcement Section of the Environment and Natural 
Resources Division. 
 

 

 

 

The George Washington University 

 

 https://eem.seas.gwu.edu/ and 

https://eemi.seas.gwu.edu/  

For Further Information Contact: 

Joe Cascio, Esq. or Alex Beehler, Esq.   cascio@gwu.edu; beehler@gwu.edu; (202) 994-3005 
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